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Working With 7th-Grade Male Singers
A “Hands-On” Approach
Dan Davison
Ballou Junior High School
Puyallup, VWashington
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Embedded T heme:

The Importance and Power of

Affirmation



1979 - First Year Teacher
(clueless)



Six Common Problems

® | - The “Non-Supporter”

® ) - The “Octave Higher” Guy
® 3 - The Guy With “Bad Aim”
® 4 - The “Brief” Singer

® #£5 - The “Nervous” Guy

® 6 - The “Super-Bass™



Things To Ignore
Temporarily

® Bad Vowels

® Odd Timbre

® Using The Wrong Register
® |nappropriate Volume

® Scooping



Using Your Voice To Demonstrate
® Open Mouth

® Support

® Placement

® Singing “On The Breath”

® |ifted Soft Palate

® Changing Intensity

® Head Voice and Falsetto

® Melismas



Developing a range of placement

Dark/Back.......cooveeeiieeeeeeeeeeeee Bright/Forward

Patrick.......cooooiiiiii Spongebob



Singing “on the breath™
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Exercise For Intensity
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Step 1: Changce dynamcis
Step 2: Change dynamics and intensity

Step 3: Change dynamics, intensity, and dramatic character




Videos For You




Sing Melismas




Be able to demonstrate in a
variety of styles.

"500 Miles"
Writien by

Example 5 Hedy West

If you miss the train I'm . you will know thatl am gone. You can

Dbg BPm Dbe/EP
| ——— | - ——

the whis - tle a4 hun - dred miles. A hun - dred




Demonstrate a ‘‘schwa’

® Unaccented
® Neutral vowel
® Mouth rather closed

® Softer than surrounding notes
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28 of 28 Students
Agnello, Steve
Bassly, Mike
Bently, Brennan
Brighton, Jay
Chambers, Mike
Connors, Al
Corcoran, Kellen
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350 Points For Doughnuts and Video Day

Feb 5th Feb 6th Feb 7th Feb 8th Feb 9th

Beg. & end of Class Routines

Effort In Singing

Cooperation/Listening

Daily Total ‘

Grand Total ‘

2 3 3 3 3
2 1 3 3 3
2 2 2 3 3
8 6| 18] 27| 27|
8] 14| 32] 59 86|
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dandavison(@comcast.net

dandavisonmusic.com
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